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Genesee County Bar Association (GCBA) 

Bar Beat: A Gem in the Legal Community 

started as Executive Director 

of GCBA. Apparently, he had 

also been an editor prior to 

1977, resigned, and then got 

involved again some years lat-

er. She recalls that he had very 

specific requirements for photo-

graphs: (1) If 

you think it is 

close enough, get 

closer. (2) Make 

sure sticky name 

badges are re-

moved, but 

make sure the 

names are listed 

below. (3) Make sure that no 

one is holding a beverage (to 

avoid a possible less-than-

professional inference).  

Francine Cullari took over for 

Randy in 2003. In addition to 

producing the serious Bar Beat 

issues, Francine is fondly re-

membered for creating 2 

“spoof” issues, even raising the 

funds herself to print them. 

The name of name one was 

“Barb Brief.” Francine men-

tions a special thank you to 

Nancy Brown at the State Bar 

of Michigan. “When I first be-

came editor, BB was black-and

-white. Thanks to the State 

Bar, GCBA saved money even 

while adding color once the 

SBM started printing for us.” 

Francine and Ramona Sain 

actively solicited participation 

as well as articles. Both were 

(Continued on page 4) 

fortunately, there was no fund-

ing for it at that time. A fund-

ing budget was allotted in 1974, 

and the first issue was pub-

lished in June of 1975 at a cost 

of $70 per month.  

Barb Menear, who was an edi-

tor in the 1982-

83 range, re-

members that 

once an edition 

was put togeth-

er, she would 

have to drive it 

out to a gentle-

man’s house for him to print it 

in his garage. It was delivered 

as hard copy “paste-up” -- arti-

cles were cut out and then past-

ed or taped on proposed pages 

of the edition. The printer com-

pleted the set-up for the entire 

edition.  

There were several active edi-

tors during those early years, 

and some moved in and out of 

the position.  

A 1992 Board minutes reports 

that the Bar Beat had not been 

published for several months, 

and complaints had been re-

ceived. Patrick Kirby, Wendy 

Maxwell, and Richard Barron 

volunteered to resurrect the 

newsletter. Numerous members 

contributed time and effort as 

editors and authors during 

those years. 

Randy Piper was serving as 

editor when Ramona Sain 

In the pre-Internet age, which 

was actually only about 25 

years ago (except for a few 

computer geeks like your au-

thor), paper communications 

were a major method of dissem-

inating information.  

It was in September of 1972 

that the Board of Directors 

authorized the Genesee County 

Bar Newsletter, the predecessor 

to today’s Bar Beat magazine. 

(While the GCBA is celebrating 

our 125th anniversary this 

year, Bar Beat has just cele-

brated its 50th year.) 

 

It was future-judge Bruce New-

man, as well as other young 

attorneys, who spearheaded the 

concept of the newsletter. Un-

G E N E S E E  C O U N T Y  

C I R C U I T  A N D  

P R O B A T E  C O U R T S   

E - N E W S L E T T E R  

a quarterly publication 

Publisher 

   Fredricka Savage 
 
Layout and Design 

   David Combs 
 
Technical Advisors 

   David Combs 
   Tim Sweeney 
 
Feature Article 
   LindaLee Massoud  
 
Contributing Writers 

   Rhonda Ihm 
   Tony McDowell 
   Holly Ostrom 
   Jennifer Strauel 
    
Committee Members 
   David Combs 
   Rhonda Ihm 
   Tony McDowell 
   Sam Olson 
   Holly Ostrom 
   Barbara Menear 
   Fredricka Savage 
   Jennifer Strauel 
   Tricia Wright 
 
Chief Judge 

   David J. Newblatt 

 

A variety of Bar Beat editions 

were found on a back shelf in 

the Courthouse Law Library.  

This event gave rise to a retro-

spective on the beginning and 

contribution of Bar Beat over 

the years. 

The feature article was written 

by Attorney LindaLee Mas-

soud, former editor of Bar Beat. 



 

P A G E  2  The Chief Speaks 

Judge Heath was appointed by 

Governor Whitmer to fill the 

vacancy.   

 

Prior her appointment, Judge 

Heath served as a referee with 

the family division of the cir-

cuit court since 2016, where 

she presided over juvenile de-

linquency matters, child pro-

tective proceedings, and other 

family division matters. –so 

 

Welcome Judge Heath! 

Effective January 11, 2023, 

Ariana E. Heath took the 

bench as a probate court 

judge, succeeding Judge F. 

Kay Behm, who resigned in 

December 2022 upon appoint-

ment to the United States Dis-

trict Court as a federal judge.  

envisioned in the days of 

yore, when decisions were 

made by crusty gavel-

banging judges in their mus-

ty spittoon-laden court-

rooms.  

 

Time moved more slowly 

then, with trials being con-

ducted only on half days due 

to the summer heat. 

Woody’s theory of court-

house management would 

consist of the exhortation, 

“Let’s get this wagon train a

-movin’!” 

 

Ah, how times have 

changed! Even Woody sens-

es it when he says, “I can’t 

stop Andy from growing up, 

but I wouldn’t miss it for the 

world.”  

 

Well, here we are: our com-

munity continues to struggle 

with poverty and crime 

while it tries to get beyond 

the water crisis. Our crimi-

nal and dependency dockets 

have exploded, while the 

water crisis demands more 

from our civil and probate 

dockets.  

 

Politically, our national po-

larization presents new chal-

lenges for courts. Meanwhile, 

there are new requirements 

imposed upon all courts for 

reform through reorganiza-

tion, streamlining, utiliza-

tion of technology, account-

ability and transparency.  

All of these dynamics be-

came turbo charged with the 

pandemic. In other words, 

our courthouse has more cases, 

harder problems, higher expec-

tations and more scrutiny. As 

Woody would say, “This is a 

perfect time to panic!”  

 

The good news is that our 

courthouse has been in the 

vanguard of innovation—

going “to infinity and be-

yond”— for decades and it is a 

part of our culture.  

 

We have been on the cutting 

edge with regard to the use of 

technology and new manage-

ment approaches to improve 

our capacity to achieve justice 

in modern times. Also, we were 

among the first and now are 

the most prolific with regard 

to treatment courts, which 

help to reduce criminality and 

child neglect by addressing 

substance abuse and mental 

health needs.  

 

As we face the future, we will 

need to continue to channel 

our inner Toy Story to meet 

our challenges. Here are a few 

current examples of how we’re 

doing this:  

 

• We have completely over-

hauled our dockets and judicial 

assignments in both the crimi-

nal/civil and family divisions. 

In our courthouse community, 

we are all teammates serving the 

mission of justice through the 

decisions we make and the prob-

lems we solve. My job as chief 

judge is to promote our effective-

ness and efficiency in a safe and 

enjoyable work environment.  

 

I have done a lot of soul search-

ing lately to settle on a helpful 

metaphor for how best to do this. 

Much to my surprise, Disney’s 

Toy Story set up camp in my 

head and wouldn’t leave. 

 

I know it may sound strange, but 

hear me out. The toys have the 

mission of producing fun for 

Andy. Their leader is Woody, a 

sheriff doll who believes that 

Andy will always have fun if the 

toys just do things the way they 

always have. But the toys are 

are on edge because they sense 

that Andy’s growing up will 

mean change for them and they 

don’t know what to do about it.  

 

Just then, Andy gets a new cool 

new toy: a flashy modern space 

toy with a cool name—Buzz 

Lightyear. Buzz exhorts the toys 

to go, “To infinity and beyond!” 

Woody’s jealousy of Buzz causes 

them to go on a harrowing ad-

venture where they are ultimate-

ly forced to work together as a 

team. They bond through this 

experience and pledge to work 

together to continue to provide 

fun for a maturing Andy. 

 

The more I thought about it, the 

more relevant the lessons of Toy 

Story seemed. Woody represents 

the core mission of judging as 

As Sid wisely observed, “No 

one’s ever attempted a double 

bypass brain transplant before!” 

 

• A brand new Family Court 

Plan is currently being instituted 

in a division in which three of 

four of the judges have been 

sworn in only within the last few 

months. I’m excited to welcome 

my new judicial colleagues and 

can imagine them saying, as 

Woody did, “I’d like to join your 

posse boys, but first I’m gonna 

sing a little song.” 

 

• We are continuing our efforts 

to return to normal operations 

after the pandemic. This includes 

addressing a huge backlog of 

cases through a grant from 

SCAO. As Buzz would say, “I’ve 

set my laser from stun to kill!” 

But good ole Woody puts things 

back in perspective when he 

chides, “Oh, great. If anyone 

attacks we can blink em’ to 

death.” 

 

• We continue to work through 

the bumps in our transition to 

our new case management sys-

tem. Woody might exclaim, 

“There’s a snake in my boot!” 

 

• Thinking of Andy’s room as a 

metaphor for the courthouse is 

helpful because it encourages us 

to use innovation in the face of 

change in order to accomplish 

our core mission of providing 

justice. And I think it’s helpful 

in another way too—it reminds 

us that what we do here, alt-

hough serious business, can also 

be fun. –cjdjn 

Administrator Corner 
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Employee Spotlight 

Left to Right: 

Katie Schaffer, 

Jesse Harbin 

Court. Tammy formerly 

worked as a substitute  

teacher.  

 

Probate Court 

Kristen Abt is the judicial 

secretary for Probate Court 

Judge, Ariana E. Heath. 

Kristen formerly worked for 

Genesee County 67th Dis-

trict Court. (not pictured) 

  

• Michigan Automatic Set 

Aside (Clean Slate) will 

take effect on 4/11/23. No 

more than 2 felony and 4 

misdemeanors convictions 

can be automatically set 

aside. Offense and sentence 

dates are factors.  

 

• Congratulations to Jessica 

Clemens who has been 

appointed the Director of 

Court Finance. Jessica has 

been with the county 9 

years. 

 

Friend of the 

Court 

Fredricka Savage 

is a case worker for the Friend 

of the Court. Fredricka for-

merly worked as a family 

court clerk and administra-

tive secretary for the referee 

office. 

 

Rodney Williams is a case-

worker for the Friend of the 

Court. Rodney was an attor-

ney in private practice.  

Tammy Brady is a program 

clerk for the Friend of the 

• Congratulations to David 

Combs who has been ap-

pointed the Director of 

Court IT. Dave has been 

with the county 10 years 

 

• Congratulations to Rhon-

da Ihm who has been ap-

pointed the Family Divi-

sion Administrator. Rhon-

da has been with the coun-

ty 11 years.  

 

• Reminder for court em-

ployees that toner can be 

recycled in the back of the 

law library, located on the 

2nd floor. Toner no longer 

goes in the mailroom. 

• Judge Christenson has re-

cently been appointed by the 

Michigan Supreme Court to 

serve as the second business 

court judge, effective March 

15, 2023.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Effective April 1, 2023, the 

Reimbursement Office will be 

known as Court Financial Ser-

vices. 

Circuit Court  

Katie Schaffer is a family 

court clerk in the juvenile 

records department. Katie 

formerly worked for General 

Motors and started her Gene-

see County career in the Pros-

ecutor’s Office. She also 

helped out in Animal Control.  

 

Jesse Harbin is a secretary for 

jury management. Jesse for-

merly worked for the Genesee 

County Friend of the Court.  

 

Left to Right: Fredricka Savage, Rodney Williams, 

Tammy Brady 
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Cell Phones and Search Warrants 

Unfortunately, a few people use 

them for illegal activities, which are 

also recorded. 

 

Law enforcement knows this, and 

when investigating a suspect’s crimi-

nal actions and have legally come 

into possession of the suspect’s cell 

phone by way of a search warrant or 

an arrest, it is common for them to 

have the phone’s contents forensi-

cally examined to determine if there 

is evidence of a crime. 

 

However, since the Fourth Amend-

ment to the United States 

Constitution provides that we have 

the right to be secure from our per-

sonal property being unreasonably 

searched and seized, there are many 

legal questions which arise as to cell 

phone searches. 

 

One question is if the police have the 

right to search a legally possessed 

In the United States, there are 

approximately 327 million cell 

phones currently in use. 

 

I certainly am not an expert in 

this area, but I do know that they 

are used for various things includ-

ing phone calls, texting, internet 

access, storing pictures and per-

sonal data, and much much more. 

Every time they are used, an in-

ternal record is made. 

phone’s contents without a search 

warrant. 

 

Until 2014, courts had various opin-

ions on the answer. In that year the 

United States Supreme Court gave 

the final answer in Riley v Califor-

nia and held that due to a defend-

ant’s expectation of privacy rights, 

a search warrant was required. 

 

What wasn’t answered is the collat-

eral question of what happens when 

the police legally search a phone for 

evidence of one crime and inadvert-

ently discover evidence of another. 

 

Again, courts have taken different 

views on the answer to this ques-

tion. 

 

In Michigan the issue was settled in 

2020 by the Michigan Supreme 

Court in People v Hughes. In 

Hughes, a defendant’s cell phone 

was searched pursuant to a warrant 

providing authorization for locating 

evidence of cocaine and other illegal-

ly possessed controlled substances. 

The police found that evidence and 

additional evidence that the defend-

ant had committed an unrelated 

armed robbery. 

 

The court held that under those 

circumstances, a second search war-

rant for the armed robbery evidence 

was required. 

 

Nationally the split of authority 

continues. 

 

To borrow a line from the song of 

the same name, I’m sure the United 

States Supreme Court will weigh in 

on this issue “someday soon.” 

 

67th District Court 

Judge Mark C. 

McCabe writes “Ask 

the Judge” for the 

Tri-County Times.  

Cell Phones and Search 

Warrants appeared in the 

January 24th, 2023 edition.  

lies, attorneys who have sideline 

businesses, attorneys who do 

charitable work in the communi-

ty, attorney travels, etc. Since 

all three of us are avid photogra-

phers, we also included many 

pictures to accompany our arti-

cles. Susan Oudsema from the 

State Bar has been a patient and 

conscientious finisher for each 

issue, as well as contributing 

layout, formatting, and graphics 

suggestions. Without her capa-

ble assistance we would not have 

as professional a publication. 

Roberta Wray contributed 

many articles and photographs 

while working as a Genesee 

County District Court Magis-

trate and continued after she 

retired. She became our go-to 

interviewer for law-related 

difficult to turn down when 

they “requested” assistance. 

Many attorneys wrote articles 

for them, including this au-

thor. 

I accepted the position as edi-

tor in 2007 and continued until 

2022 with a bimonthly publi-

cation. During that time, and 

with the capable assistance of 

co-editors Roberta Wray and 

later, Shelley Spivack, we were 

able to expand the topics and 

length of Bar Beat.  

Tatilia Burroughs has always 

provided prompt information 

and suggestions when we run 

into an issue. We have run 

several multi-issue series: multi

-generational attorney fami-

(Continued from page 1) events, taking pictures along the 

way. Her television reporter 

background came in handy. 

Bobbi has also been a never-

ending source of ideas for articles 

and people to contact. 

Shelley Spivack became more 

active in the Bar Beat when she 

retired from her position as Gen-

esee County Family Court Refer-

ee. She brought her interests and 

experience to the newsletter. 

With increased involvement by 

Shelley and other attorneys, we 

were able to expand the length 

of each issue. Shelley and Sean 

Siebigteroth teamed up as co-

editors in 2022, and they will 

lead our magazine toward the 

next 50 years.  

From being printed in a garage 

to being printed professionally 

by the State Bar of Michigan; 

from black-and-white to color; 

from monthly to bimonthly to 

quarterly issues; from smaller to 

larger issues as legal advertising 

expanded to cover the cost of 

printing; from paper only to pa-

per plus electronic (at the GCBA 

website); from one editor to the 

next, Bar Beat has always main-

tained its consistent vision and 

mission: to provide legal up-

dates, case and legal analysis, 

and stories/series of interest -- 

by, for, and to our local legal 

community in Genesee County. –

llm 

Bar Beat: A Gem in the Legal Community (cont’d) 



Well over 50% of domestic liti-

gants in Genesee County are self

-represented. There is only one 

legal aid attorney for every 

5,401 eligible Michiganders.   

 

When members of the public 

come to the law library they are 

often scared, overwhelmed, and 

sometimes angry.  They are at a 

loss on what to do or where to 

go next. This is where the law 

library paralegal and the law 

library resources can provide a 

measure of assistance.  

The law library offers many 

resources for both the public 

and attorneys. There are com-

puter terminals for electronic 

research and to access Michigan 

Legal Help. There are also cubi-

cles for a quiet workspace. 

 

For those who are not tech sav-

vy or just need a little more di-

rection, I often provide some 

direction on materials related to 

domestic issues and name 

change. I assist with locating 

forms, and the procedural order 

With hard copy libraries mov-

ing closer to obsolescence, one 

might wonder exactly what 

are the daily duties of a law 

library paralegal.  

 

The law library is primarily 

used as a resource center for 

self-represented litigants. The 

law library paralegal is the 

main court staff resource and 

located in the law library on 

the 2nd floor of the Court-

house. 

 

the documents go in for filing. I 

also walk them through the 

next steps in the process and 

give a general idea of what to 

expect. It may not seem like 

much, but it seems to be appre-

ciated. 

  

In short, the law library parale-

gal is here to not only maintain 

the library but also to support 

its users. -ho 

Law Library Paralegal 
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New Year, (Almost) New Family Court 

abeth Kelly will be moving on to 

the civil and criminal division of 

the Circuit Court.  Former Cir-

cuit Court Referee Ariana Heath 

will be joining the Family Divi-

sion bench as Judge Ariana 

Heath and taking over Judge 

Kelly’s former caseload.  

 

Presiding Judge John Gadola is 

holding steady and will be stay-

ing in his role in the Family Di-

vision. 

  

Still following along….good, 

now onto the changes with the 

referees. 

  

Temporarily, we will be down to 

4 total referees with Judge 

Heath’s appointment to the 

Family Division bench.  During 

this temporary reduction in the 

referee offices, 2 referees will be 

hearing the juvenile and neglect 

matters and 2 referees will be 

handling all domestic relations 

matters.   

 

For the last decade, the referee 

work division has been 3 referees 

hearing custody, parenting time, 

and juvenile matters and 2 refer-

ees hearing child support and 

Friend of the Court matters.  In 

addition to a new split of types 

of cases, there will also be a 

As we enter into 2023, we are 

embarking on an almost entire-

ly new look for our Family 

Court in Genesee County.   

 

With new judges, new proce-

dures, and changes to the dis-

tribution of hearings before 

referees, when you visit the 

Court in 2023 (virtually or in 

person) we will look very dif-

ferent from the Family Court 

you last saw in 2022.   

  

The last few months have been 

building to the upcoming 

changes in the Court.  With 

Judge Dawn Weier’s election 

win in November, she took 

over the seat on the Family 

Division bench that was held 

since the Family Court’s incep-

tion by Judge Duncan Beagle.   

 

After Judge Joseph Farah’s 

retirement, Judge Khary 

Hanible was appointed to the 

bench.  Effective January 23, 

2023, Judge Hanible will be 

taking over Judge Chris Chris-

tenson’s caseload in the Family 

Division.   

 

Finally, with former Family 

Court judge, Judge F. Kay 

Behm’s appointment to the 

Federal Judiciary, Judge Eliz-

change in the type of hearings 

the referees and judges will be 

hearing as well. 

  

On the juvenile side of things, 

Referee Mary Hood and Referee 

Lisa Lanxton will be hearing 

preliminary hearings, contested 

pre-trials, pleas on neglect cases, 

pleas on consent calendar cases, 

and some trials.   

 

The Family Division Judges will 

be handling reviews, trials, and 

any other matters that require 

judge involvement.  Referee 

Hood will be hearing Judge Gad-

ola and Judge Hanible matters. 

Referee Lanxton will be hearing 

Judge Weier and Judge Heath 

matters.   

 

The goal of these changes is to 

help meet State Court Adminis-

trative Office timeframes and 

will help get results for families 

more quickly as it relates to the 

time sensitive issues involved in 

juvenile cases. 

  

On the domestic side of things, 

Referee Sandra Carlson and Ref-

eree Coryelle Christie will be 

hearing all pro per matters relat-

ed to custody, parenting time, 

child support, divorce, Prosecu-

tor Family Support cases, and 

Friend of the Court matters.  We 

are looking to fill the vacancy 

created by the appointment of 

Judge Heath in the near future.  

The Family Division Judges will 

be hearing all matters involving 

two attorneys, matters that 

must be heard by judges, like 

spousal support and property 

issues, as well as parenting time 

show causes requested by the 

Friend of the Court.   

 

For the last decade, the referee 

matters sometimes resulted in 

one hearing before one referee on 

custody and another referee 

hearing on support.  These 

changes will consolidate those 

hearings and will make it easier 

for the families we serve to have 

their issues heard in one hearing. 

 

The new Family Court will look 

a little different than what eve-

ryone is used to, but the future is 

very bright.  We have a great 

group of committed Family Di-

vision Judges, Referees, and 

court staff, who are prepared to 

make the Family Division the 

best experience for attorneys 

and the families who need our 

services. –ri 
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Pre-Petition Legal Representation and Social Work Advocacy 

Keeping Families Together 

help families stay together and 

avoid entering the court system.  

Providing legal representation 

before a neglect petition is filed 

is one way to stabilize families 

during this time.   

 

Pre-petition legal representation 

programs can offer parents legal 

representation and social work 

advocacy to address the matters 

including divorce and custody, 

personal protection orders, safe 

and stable housing, public bene-

fits, guardianship, and other 

issues that help prevent child 

maltreatment.   

 

The cornerstone of the project is 

the staffing model. The program 

uses an interdisciplinary team 

approach that consists of an at-

torney and a social worker. The 

With the assistance of a grant 

from the Michigan Depart-

ment of Health and Human 

Services and in collaboration 

with Legal Services of Eastern 

Michigan, the 7th Circuit Court 

– Family Division will be 

launching a pre-petition legal 

representation program.  

 

Children come to the attention 

of the child protection system 

for many reasons. Too often, 

children enter or linger in fos-

ter care because their parents 

are struggling with poverty-

related issues, and these issues 

do not always warrant separat-

ing children from their fami-

lies.   

 

A window of time exists during 

child welfare investigations to 

project attorney is essential in 

identifying the specific civil legal 

issues affecting the family and 

addressing those legal issues.  

 

The project attorney also makes 

an initial determination of the 

family’s social, emotional, eco-

nomic, and other related needs. 

Where appropriate, the attorney 

refers parents to the project so-

cial worker.  

 

The social worker focuses on the 

underlying issues affecting the 

families, including the social, 

emotional, economic, and other 

needs identified initially.  

 

The social worker can refer cli-

ents to community resources 

that address those issues, there-

by supporting the attorney’s 

legal work on behalf of the cli-

ent.  

 

Such community resources may 

include mental health or sub-

stance abuse counseling, income 

maintenance, affordable hous-

ing, and domestic violence advo-

cacy.  

 

This interdisciplinary model to 

child welfare services is a prom-

ising trend nationally.  

 

While few formal studies on pre-

petition legal representation pro-

grams exist, evaluations of a 

collection of pilot programs show 

great promise, including nearly 

100% prevention of foster care 

entries and cost savings of 2-to-1 

when compared with the cost of 

foster care placement. –ri 

provider takes a whole family 

approach and engages with com-

munity partners to improve out-

comes for multiple generations 

of a family unit.  Genesee Coun-

ty Friend of the Court was the 

selected site to receive training, 

improved processes, and evalua-

tion. 

 

The first phase of the grant op-

portunity, was for all Friend of 

the Court staff to receive tai-

lored training related to motiva-

tional interviewing.  In the 

training, Friend of the Court 

staff learned how to communi-

cate by eliciting the internal mo-

tivations of those we serve to 

help them reach their goals.  The 

training included both basic and 

advanced training and some 

Friend of the Court staff were 

For the last several years, the 

team at the Friend of the 

Court have been working on 

engaging with families, finding 

new ways to support the peo-

ple we serve, and taking a 

whole family approach to 

Friend of the Court services.  

The efforts of the staff at the 

Friend of the Court to change 

the way they engage with the 

community have been recog-

nized by the State Court Ad-

ministrative Office (SCAO) in 

the form of a grant opportuni-

ty. 

  

The grant is for a 2Gen, or two 

generational, approach for 

looking at Friend of the Court 

services, which includes train-

ing and project design.  In a 

2Gen approach, the service 

selected to attend a “train the 

trainer” series with members 

from SCAO, where they learned 

how to teach others motivation-

al interviewing. 

 

The second phase of the grant 

was to get feedback from stake-

holders around the State to 

make recommendations on how 

to improve Friend of the Court 

services.  Much to the credit of 

our team, the recommendations 

from the committee were largely 

to continue existing practices 

and to find ways to fine tune 

referrals to community partners. 

 

In the next phase of the grant, 

there will be opportunities to 

continue the work that staff 

have already started and build 

connections with community 

partner agencies and make refer-

rals for appropriate services. 

There will be additional training 

opportunities to continue to im-

prove the services Friend of the 

Court staff provide and open 

doors to allow families to get the 

services they need to thrive.  In 

the final phase of the grant, 

there will be an evaluation that 

will look at the quality of life 

improvements that families will 

see when they are connected to 

services that are relevant for 

their family. 

 

It is a great opportunity to be 

considered as a site for this 2Gen 

grant and is a testament to the 

good work being done by every-

one at the Friend of the Court. –

tm 

New Grant Opportunities for Friend of the Court 
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APRIL FOOLS COMEDY 

SHOW 

The Whiting: 1241 E. Kearsley 

St. Flint, MI 48503 

April 1, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

BECOME A PANCAKE ART-

IST 

Dewaters Educational Build-

ing: 5360 Potter Road, Burton, 

MI 48509 

April 1, 2023: 10 – 11:30 a.m. 

& 1-2:30 p.m. 

 

BURTON EASTER EGG 

HUNT 

Atherton Elementary School, 

3444 S. Genesee Road, Burton, 

MI 

April 1, 2023 from 1:00 PM to 

3:00 PM 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Mount Hope Church: 8363 

Embury Rd, Grand Blanc, MI 

48439 

April 1, 2023 from 1:00 PM to 

3:00 PM 

 

EASTER FOR KIDS 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church: 

5005 McCandlish Road, Grand 

Blanc, MI 48439 

April 1, 2023 from 10:00 AM to 

2:00 PM 

 

FLINT HOME & GARDEN 

EXPO 

3501 Lapeer Road, Flint, MI 

48503 

Dates: 4/1/2023 from 10 a.m. – 

6 p.m., 4/2/2023 from 11 a.m. – 

4 p.m. 

 

FLINT UNITED BASKET-

BALL 

1401 East Court Street, Flint, 

MI 

FOZZY SAVE THE WORLD 

TOUR 2023 

The Machine Shop Concert 

Lounge: 3539 Dort Highway, 

Flint, MI 48507 

April 1, 2023 at 6:30 PM 

 

KEGS & EGGS FEATURING 

MICHIGAN HEAVY HIT-

TERS 

The Fenton Fire Hall Kitchen & 

Taproom: 201 S. Leroy Street, 

Fenton, MI 48430 

April 2, 2023 from 11:00 AM to 

1:00 PM 

 

MICHIGAN PROM EXPO 

300 E. First Street, Flint, MI 

48502 

April 2, 2023 from 1:00 PM to 

6:00 PM 

 

NATURE CLUB: APRIL 

SHOWERS BRING ... 

STORMS 

2142 N. Genesee Road, Burton, 

MI 48509 

April 2, 2023 from 1:00 PM to 

2:30 PM 

 

VERNAL POOL STEWARD-

SHIP TRAINING DAY 

 2142 N. Genesee Road, Burton, 

MI 48509 

April 2, 2023 from 2:00 PM to 

4:00 PM 

 

FEAST COOKING CLASSES 

Feast Gourmet Kitchen Shop/

Cooking Classes: 495 Fenway 

Drive, #3, Fenton, MI 48430 

Dates: 4/3/2023, 4/4/2023, 

4/6/2023 from 6:00 PM to 9:00 

PM 

 

NATURE STORYTIME 

2142 N. Genesee Road, Burton, 

MI 48509 

4/4/2023, 4/18/2023 FROM 11:00 

AM to 12:00 PM 

 

POLLYWOGS 

Davison Township Parks & Rec-

reation: 10069 Atherton Road, 

Davison, MI 48423 

Recurrence: Recurring monthly 

on the 1st Tuesday from 10:00 

AM to 11:00 AM 

21+ AFTER HOURS AT 

SLOAN 

Sloan Museum of Discovery: 

1221 E. Kearsley Street, Flint, 

MI 48503 

April 5, 2023 from 5:30 PM to 

8:00 PM 

 

KNEE-HIGH NATURALIST: 

THE "BAD GUYS" 

Genesee County Parks & Recrea-

tion Commission: 2142 N. Gene-

see Road, Burton, MI 48509 

April 5, 2023 from 10-11:30 a.m. 

or 1-2:30 p.m. 

 

LIVE MUSIC WITH JOHNA-

THAN FIENE 

Cork on Saginaw: 635 S. Sagi-

naw Street, Flint, MI 48502 

Dates: 4/5/2023, 4/19/2023, 

5/3/2023, 5/31/2023 from 6:00 

PM to 9:00 PM 

 

OUTDOOR EXPLORERS; A 

STORM IS BREWING 

2142 N. Genesee Road, Burton, 

MI 48509 

April 5, 2023 from 10-11:30 a.m. 

or 1-2:30 p.m. 

 

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 

Flint Repertory Theatre:  1220 

E. Kearsley Street, Flint, MI 

48503 

Wednesday, April 5 - 10 a.m., 

Thursday, April 6 - 7 p.m., Fri-

day & Saturday, April 7 & 8 - 8 

p.m.  

Sunday, April 9 - 2 p.m.  

 

GOLDEN TICKET EGG 

HUNT 

Creasey Bicentennial Park: 1505 

E. Grand Blanc Road, Grand 

Blanc, MI 48439 

Dates: April 6, 2023 

 

MORBID ANGEL UNITED 

STATES TOUR OF TERROR 

2023 

Machine Shop Concert Lounge: 

3539 Dort Highway, Flint, MI 

48507 

April 6, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

 

EGG-CELLENT EGG HUNT 

Flint Children's Museum: 1602 

W. University Avenue, Flint, MI 

48504 

April 7, 2023: Egg Hunts will 

begin at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 

p.m. 

 

EGGNORMOUS HELICOP-

TER HUNT 

The River Church: 2164 East 

Grand Blanc Rd, Grand Blanc, 

MI 48439 

April 7, 2023 at 11 a.m. or 1 p.m. 

 

FIA FRIENDS OF MODERN 

ART FILMS - WHALE 

Flint Institute of Arts (FIA): 

1120 E. Kearsley Street, Flint, 

MI 48503 

Dates: 4/7/2023, 4/8/2023, 

4/9/2023 7:30 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday; 2 p.m. Sundays 

 

FIRST FRIDAYS AT LONG-

WAY PLANETARIUM 

1310 E. Kearsley Street, Flint, 

MI 48503 

Recurrence: Recurring monthly 

on the 1st Friday from 6:00 PM 

to 7:00 PM 

 

FULL MOON HIKE 

2142 N. Genesee Road, Burton, 

MI 48509 

April 7, 2023 from 7:30 PM to 

9:30 PM 

 

GOOD FRIDAY CONCERT 

WITH SELAH 

Cornerstone Baptist Church: 

6273 Miller Road, Swartz Creek, 

MI 48473 

April 7, 2023 at 7:00 PM 

 

PERFECT LITTLE PLANET 

Longway Planetarium: 1310 E. 

Kearsley Street, Flint, MI 48503 

April 7, 2023 - April 30, 2023 

from 12:00 PM to 12:45 PM 

 

PINKALICIOUS 

The Whiting: 1241 E. Kearsley 

Street, Flint, MI 48503 

April 7, 2023 at 7:00 PM 

 

(Continued on page 30) 

 
geneseeLIVING features 

events and opportunities 

in Genesee County.  

Fredricka Savage authors 

the column.  
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Michigan Bar Journal July 2011 

 

The Michigan Bar Journal of July 2011, included an article on Judge Thomas C. 

Yeotis, authored by Attorney Francine Cullari.  It is included in this edition of 

Hearsay to underscore the contribution of Judge Yeotis to the community and 

GCBA.  (We could not include Reese Stipes and omit Judge Yeotis. It would be 

the next Stipes snippet at a breakfast gathering. . . they liked me better!) 
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Michigan Bar Journal July 2011 
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Michigan Bar Journal July 2011 



 The Chief Speaks 
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In 1893, he became president 

of the State Bar of Michigan 

and was the first president of 

the State Board of Law Ex-

aminers. 

 

It is interesting to note that 

when Durand joined the 

Michigan Supreme Court, 

there was another Genesee 

County resident already on 

the bench. 

 

Justice Charles D. Long  

served from 1888-1902.  Long 

was from Grand Blanc and 

previously served as County 

Clerk and Prosecutor. He was 

also the first president of the 

Detroit College of Law. 

 

Having fought in the Civil 

War and losing a limb, he was 

said to be in constant pain 

from his wounds. 

 

His biographical information 

suggests that he took a short 

break from the Court, intend-

ing to return, but succumbed 

to the pain. 

 

The tradition of attorneys who 

became judges and also served 

as president of the GCBA has 

continued throughout the 

years. I am one of those judges 

who proudly served. 

  

My congratulations to Don 

Rockwell, as he assumes the 

position of president, State Bar 

of Michigan and to Mark 

Latchana, as he takes on the 

role of president of the GCBA. 

The Gene-

see County 

Bar Associ-

ation was 

founded 

120 years ago.  In 1897, ap-

proximately 40 attorneys con-

cluded that forming an associa-

tion would be beneficial to its 

members and the community. 

 

The first president of the 

GCBA was George H. Durand. 

Durand served in a number of 

positions in the community.  

He was an Alderman, Director 

of the Flint Public Schools, 

Mayor of the City of Flint, 

Congressman and Justice of 

the Michigan Supreme Court 

(1892). 

 

It is gratifying to know that 

service to the bar and the 

community is still held in 

high esteem by our profession. 

-cjrby 

Justice George Durand         1897-1898    Michigan Supreme Court 

Judge James Parker             1912-1913    Circuit Court 

Judge Paul Gadola               1931-1932    Circuit Court 

Judge Ralph Freeman          1952-1953    United States District Court 

Judge Philip Elliott               1956-1957    Circuit Court 

Judge William Price             1970-1971    68th District Court 

Judge Duncan Beagle           1983-1984     Circuit Court 

Mike Krellwitz                      1984-1985    Referee, Circuit Court Family Division 

Judge Richard Yuille            1986-1987    Circuit Court 

Judge Arthalu Lancaster     1987-1988    67th District Court 

Judge Bruce Newman           1988-1989    Genesee County Probate Court 

Judge Larry Stecco                1991-1992    67th District Court 

Attorney Val Washington    1996-1997    former Judge, Circuit Court 

Attorney Don Rockwell        2000-2001    former Judge, 67th District Court 

Judge Mark McCabe              2002-2003    67th District Court 

*Judge B. Chris Christenson 2010-2011  Circuit Court  

Judge Mark Latchana           2017-2018    67th District Court 

*Judge Jessica Hammon      2018-2019   67th District Court   

 

 
Hearsay October 2017 

 

In the October 2017 edition of 

Hearsay, Chief Judge Richard B. 

Yuille, featured in his column, 

The Chief Speaks, a tribute to 

GCBA attorneys who also served 

as GCBA President. Two addi-

tional attorneys (*) have been 

added to the original article.  It 

seemed right to include a re-print 

of the column. 
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Bar Beat September-October 2002 

 

Attorney Reese Stipes was fea-

tured in this article (shaded area) 

and he wrote the next article on 

page 13 which appeared in the 

January-February 2004 edition of 

Bar Beat as a tribute to his friend, 

Judge Thomas Gadola.  It is all 

vintage Reese!  As a tribute to the 

attorney, master of ceremonies 

extraordinaire and gifted humor-

ist, these articles and photos are 

included.     

Brother Reese and Tom (Attorney Tommy Stipes) 

Photos provided by Attorney Marcia Stipes 
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Bar Beat January-February 2004 



P A G E  1 4  

 
Bar Beat May-June 2016 
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Bar Beat May-June 2016 

 
Bar Beat June 2022 
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Bar Beat November-December 2019 
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Bar Beat March-April 2009 
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Bar Beat March-April 2009 
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Bar Beat November-December 2014 
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Bar Beat November-December 2014 
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Bar Beat March-April 1999 

 
Bar Beat July-August 2003 
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Bar Beat September-October 2003 
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Bar Beat March-April 2008 
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Bar Beat March-April 2008 
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Bar Beat November-December 2005 
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Bar Beat November-December 2007 
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Bar Beat January-February 2008 
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Bar Beat January-February 2015 
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Bar Beat January-February 2017 



Read All About It 
 

Hearsay is now available on the Circuit Court website www.7thCircuitCourt.com/hearsay-newsletter 

We want to hear from you! Send us an email letting us know what you would like to see in the news-

letter and feedback on the current edition.  You can also submit ideas and information about activi-

ty in your department.      hearsay@7thcircuitcourt.com   

SERENGETI 

Longway Planetarium: 1310 

E. Kearsley Street, Flint, MI 

48503 

April 7, 2023 - April 30, 2023 

 

TRIVIA 

Sugarbush Golf Club & All-

Sports Simulators: One Sug-

arbush Drive, Davison, MI 

48529 

April 7, 2023 at 7:00 PM 

 

2ND ANNUAL BOOJEE 

BABY EASTER BUILD A 

BASKET 

Be You ti 5: 5422 S. Saginaw 

Rd., Grand Blanc, MI 48507 

April 8, 2023 from 1:00 PM to 

3:00 PM 

 

ANNUAL ADULT EGG 

HUNT FUNDRAISER & 

BRUNCH 

Fenton Winery & Brewery: 

1370 N. Long Lake Road, 

Fenton, 48430 

April 8, 2023 at 2 p.m. 

(Continued from page 7) BELVA COMEDY NIGHT 

Belva Food & Spirits: 203 N. 

Main Street, Davison, MI 48423 

April 8, 2023 from 7:30 PM to 

9:00 PM 

 

BREAKFAST WITH THE 

BUNNY 

1st United Church: 1116 W. 

Hill Road, Flint, MI 48507 

April 8, 2023 at 10:00 AM 

 

BUNNY TRAIL EGG HUNT 

Davison Township Parks and 

Recreation: 10069 Atherton 

Road, Davison, MI 48423 

April 8, 2023 at 11:00 AM 

 

 

DMC EASTER EGG-

STRAVAGANZA 

Davison Missionary Church and 

The Hub: 8428 Davison Road, 

Davison, MI 48423 

April 8, 2023 at 1:30 PM 

 

READY, GROW! GARDEN 

EGG HUNT & NATURAL 

DYES 
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2142 N. Genesee Road, Burton, 

MI 48509 

April 8, 2023 from 2:30 PM to 

4:00 PM 

 

TRUNK OR TREASTER 

Impact Agents: 515 Bush Avene, 

Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

April 8, 2023 from 11:00 AM to 

1:00 PM 

 

EASTER BRUNCH AT ATLAS 

VALLEY GOLF CLUB 

Atlas Valley Golf Club: 8313 

Perry Road, Grand Blanc, MI 

48439 

April 9, 2023 from 7:00 PM to 

9:00 PM 

 

EASTER MORNING 

BRUNCH 

Sugarbush Golf Club & All-

Sports Simulators: One Sugar-

bush Drive, Davison, MI 48529 

April 9, 2023 from 11:00 AM to 

2:00 PM 

 

geneseeLIVING (cont’d) 

ADULT 21+ GOLDEN TICK-

ET EGG HUNT 

Creasey Bicentennial Park - 

Grand Blanc Parks & Recrea-

tion: 1505 E. Grand Blanc Road, 

Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

April 14, 2023 at 6:30 PM 

 

EVIL WOMAN - THE ELEC-

TRIC LIGHT ORCHESTRA 

EXPERIENCE 

The Capitol Theatre: 140 E. Sec-

ond Street, Flint, MI 48502 

April 14, 2023 at 7:30 PM 

 

FLINT ROLLER DERBY 2023 

HOME SEASON GAME 

Flint Roller Derby 5315 S. Sagi-

naw Road , Flint , MI 48507 

Dates: April 15, 2023 

http://www.7thcircuitcourt.com/hearsay-newsletter
mailto:hearsay@7thcircuitcourt.com

